[Risk factors related to the use of amphetamines in adolescent students].
The prevalence of amphetamine abuse among school children was studied by asking 3548 adolescent students (aged 12-15, response rate 98.6%) to complete a questionnaire anonymously, which was developed and evaluated by the authors. A complete set of data was collected for 3200 (90.2%) students. Eighty-five (2.7%) of them who admitted that they had used amphetamines constituted the case group. Non-users with negative urine tests formed the control group. Six independent factors were found to be related to amphetamine use when the answers were analyzed by stepwise logistic regression. The prevalence odds ratio estimation was elevated in: males compared females, students who did not live with both parents compared to those who lived with both parents, students with amphetamine-user friends compared to those with no-user friends, smokers compared to non-smoker, betel nut chewers compared non-chewers, and in students with positive attitudes compared to those with negative attitudes. The average starting age for smoking was 12.5 +/- 0.1 years; later this was followed by alcohol abuse, chewing of betel-nuts, and use of amphetamines. The average age of starting to use amphetamines was 13.5 +/- 0.2 years; a common reason given for using amphetamines was curiosity (65.4%). Many students (54.2%) obtained the amphetamine from their friends and most of them (85.2%) used it six months before responding to the questionnaire.